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Desk and Derrick Club of Oklahoma City 

 

June 2017 
Volume 67, Issue 6 

 

CLUB MOTTO 

“GREATER KNOWLEDGE - 

GREATER SERVICE” 

 

CLUB PURPOSE 

The purpose of the Club shall be to 
promote the education and profes-
sional development of individuals 
employed in or affiliated with the 
petroleum, energy, and allied indus-
tries and to educate the general 
public about these industries. 

 

ADDC MISSION  

STATEMENT 

To enhance and foster a positive 
image to the global community by 
promoting the contribution of the 
petroleum, energy and allied indus-
tries through education, by using all 
resources available.  

 

President Michelle 

Burgard presents    

speaker Kurt Semtner 

with a Certificate                      

of Appreciation. 

DERRICK LIGHTS 

PUT YOUR RETIREMENT PLAN TO WORK 

By:  Tim Parrrish 

 

 On May 25th, the members of the Desk and Derrick Club of Oklahoma 

City were treated to a mostly informal presentation entitled “Put Your Retire-

ment Plan to Work” by Financial Advisor Kurt Semtner of Edward Jones Invest-

ments.  The St. Louis area based Edward Jones Investments serves over 7 mil-

lion clients and has $1 trillion in assets under management in the U.S. and Can-

ada. 

 Mr. Semter, an OSU graduate with a B.S. in Political Science, worked in 

the Washington D.C. office of Oklahoma senator Henry Bellmon and then spent 

28 years in sales and marketing in the cable television industry, working for 

heavyweights such as HBO, Cox Cable, StarNet and QVC.  In his last position, he 

served as vice president. 

 Seven years ago, Kurt began his career at Edward Jones Investments, 

serving approximately 280 families by helping them with wealth management, 

retirement, Social Security and estate planning.  Kurt did not come to our 

meeting with a slick PowerPoint presentation with perfect slides of smiling fac-

es, big houses and yachts anchored in deep blue water.  He did not even bring 

fancy Edward Jones Investments brochures with bar charts, pie charts, fund 

prospectus and last year’s earnings stating “Past performances may not reflect 

future results”. 

Kaye Dunham, Jamie 

Gilmore, and                        

Connie Price                          

smile for the camera. 

Continued on Page 6 
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Desk & Derrick Club of 
Oklahoma City 

Club Information • 
www.deskandderrickokc.com 

Association Information • 
www.addc.org 

 
 
PRESIDENT  
Michelle Burgard      552-6642  
ddokcpresident@gmail.com 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Tara Woods     935-4471      
tara.woods@chk.com 
SECRETARY 
Jamie Gilmore         228-2420       
ddokcsecretary@gmail.com 
TREASURER     
Connie Price            706-3209 
connieprice1950@hotmail.com 
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 
Wendy Sparks         286-6541               
wsparks@cegx.net 
PARLIAMENTARIAN 
Kaye Dunham            319-3206  
kaye_dunham@xtoenergy.com 
 
 
 

 

Margarett Downie      241-2358           
mdownie@cox.net   
 
Anna Lewis-McBeth    234-9108                 
anna.mcbeth@clr.com 
 
Tim Parrish               606-4552     
tjparrish@eprod.com 
 
Taylor Rose       606-4552                        
trose@eprod.com  
 
Vicki Williams       945-6133                   
vwilliams@panhandleoilandgas.com 

2017 OFFICERS 

2017 DIRECTORS 

BULLETIN 

Cara Maschmeier   935-4232                        cara.maschmeier@chk.com  
EDUCATION  

Jenny Adkins                                       jennya8@cox.net 

FIELD TRIP  

Jenny Adkins      jennya8@cox.net 

FINANCE 

Kelsee Geringer      606-5405                                  kgeringer@eprod.com 

HOSPITALITY 
Audry Medford           Iam2love4s@tds.net 

INDUSTRY ACTIVITIES   

MEMBERSHIP 
Tara Woods            935-4471                         tara.woods@chk.com 

RULES    

Marsha Gentry      751-9095                              dedinc@flash.net 
WEBMASTER 

Tim Parrish             606-4552                                 tjparrish@eprod.com  
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NEED A RIDE TO ATTEND THE REGULAR MEMBERSHIP  

MEETING DOWNTOWN?       First come – First served!   

Contact: 

   

Tara Woods—935-4471  

Cara Maschmeier—935-4232 

Vacation… I could sure use a vacation… 

 It seems that this past few months has been one 

running right into the other, and I don’t seem to be catch-

ing up! And even though I have plenty of work to keep 

me busy for the foreseeable future, here I am, dreaming 

of warm, sandy beaches and softly crashing waves over 

the tips of my toes!  

 But with vacations come additional reasons to be 

aware of our surroundings and to practice safety. Early 

into the summer season, and I am already reading of un-

fortunate boating and swimming accidents, car crashes, 

and people overheating in the hot, humid, summer days. 

 Friends, as we move into the “dog days of sum-

mer,” please be sure to take extra care in staying aware of 

your surroundings, aware of those around you, take a 

little extra time where needed, and stay hydrated!  

 Looking forward to a beautiful summer, 

 

    Cara 

 

From the Editor, 

Cara Maschmeier 

mailto:thompson2457@gmail.com
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 He did talk with us about some important issues.  Starting off by asking “How many of you have 

been contacted by your investment firm about fiduciary rule changes to take effect June 9, 2017 that will 

change the way investment firms are compensated with your money?”  Keep in mind, this presentation was 

on May 25th.  Only two hands were raised among the twenty-something people in attendance.   

 Kurt spent time explaining how this new fiduciary rule would change (IRA, 401k, Roth IRA) retire-

ment account management fees from a transaction based service to a fee based.  Most people make few 

transactions (trades) per month, if any, or even in a year.  Those people would have fewer fees assessed to 

their account but, with the new rules proposed, all accounts will be fee based.  Meaning, most people will 

be charged more money annually to have their retirement funds “managed”.  Kurt urged each of us to con-

tact our financial advisor or the company handling our retirement accounts and ask how these changes may 

affect us and what alternatives there are to fee based accounts. 

 Kurt addressed another important topic – “legal trusts”.  He asked how many of us had a trust or 

even a will set up to handle our estates.  Only a few more hands were raised.  Kurt gave us a few examples 

of the benefits of a trust.  Especially important is giving control and establishing your wishes of what is to 

happen to your hard earned money should you be incapacitated and/or after you die. 

Be pro-active.  That is a phrase used several times as a way to empower us; he also encouraged us to not 

procrastinate about our retirement money.  It doesn’t have to be millions of dollars to be important enough 

to take power and be pro-active.  Talk to a financial advisor and find out what can be done to get the best 

results for your financial situation.   

 Kurt said that we all have different expectations in our life and in our retirement, so we should re-

view our “retirement date” and determine whether our actions align with our goals.  As we have all heard 

many times, and Kurt emphasized, we should always maximize contributions to our retirement accounts, 

especially if our company offers matching contributions; and, we should make “catch-up” payments if possi-

ble. 

 After his presentation, Kurt stayed around and answered more questions that people may have felt 

uncomfortable asking in from of the group.  I know of one person who followed up on Kurt’s advice to be-

come more pro-active.  They have combined several 401k accounts and have begun forming a trust for their 

estate plan. 

Continued from Page 1 

DRIVER SAFETY TIPS 

 

 Use a seat belt in every seat, on every trip, no matter how short. 

 Make sure children are always properly buckled in the back seat in a car seat, booster 

seat, or seat belt, whichever is appropriate for their age, height, and weight. 

 Choose not to drive while impaired by alcohol or drugs, and help others do the same. 

 Obey speed limits. 

 Drive without distractions, such as using a cell phone or texting. 

 Remember to allow sufficient time for going from Point A to Point B. 
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TAKING THE LONG WAY 
By:  Marsha Gentry 

  

 Normally, from Oklahoma City, you can get to pretty much anywhere in Tulsa in two 

hours max.  Right?  I left my house a little before 10:00 a.m. and didn’t get to Tulsa until 

after 4:00 p.m.  And, I drove the speed limit the entire time! 

  

 You now know the beginning and the ending of this trip.   

 

 The middle included a three vehicle caravan.  We decided to forego 

the turnpike and drive to Tulsa on the “Mother Road” – Route 66.  First 

stop – Chandler, OK.  Lunch was to be at the Hungry Horny Toad.  But, we 

were waiting for our third vehicle, so we found a darling boutique right on 

the main street.  Of course, all 5 of us purchased something!  Then on to 

the Hungry Horny Toad for a really good lunch.  Yes, they have at least 

three horned toads in an aquarium full of sand. 

 

 Next stop, Stableridge Winery in Stroud, OK.  We didn’t do any 

tasting, but, again, everyone purchased.  They have a very nice gift shop 

with lots of fun stuff in addition to their wines.  One of their wines is 

named Bedlam – made from grapes grown in Norman and grown in 

Stillwater. 

  

 It’s now (past) time to head for Tulsa, so we 

drive north until we hit Hwy 412.  There we turned east and head-

ed for Post Oak Lodge.  Tradition still holds, because we missed our 

exit, ended up in a not so nice part of Tulsa, and had to make a pit 

stop.  We were kinda lost but regained control and let Google di-

rect us to our “final destination” 

  

 Next year, Region VI Meeting is going to be held in Wichita, KS.  

Start thinking now about all the fun places we can explore between 

here and there. 
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PENSACOLA DAM FIELD TRIP 

By:  Margarett Downie and Anna Lewis-McBeth 

 

 Upon arrival at the Pensacola Dam, we were given some free time to look at pictures of the 

dam being built.  Our guide, Roy, has been giving tours of the dam for seven seasons.  Most tours 

start Memorial Day weekend, but private tours will be given upon request. 

 We then watched a video about the dam.  The Grand River starts by Miami, OK and travels 

67 miles to the Pensacola Dam.  The water then flows on into Ft. Gibson Lake 

and continues flowing downstream into the Arkansas River.  Electricity can be 

made 10 times per day at various points along the river.  Water is pumped back 

into storage at night when the cost and demand is lower. 

The Grand River Dam Authority (GRDA) is a conservation and reclamation district 

and is a governmental agency of the State of Oklahoma that has the control of 

storing, preserving and distributing the waters of the Grand River. 

 Henry Holderman had the idea for the dam in the 1880s, but a group of businessmen known 

as the “Rainbow Chasers” took up the cause in the 1930s.  Using their own money, the Rainbow 

Chasers made several trips to Washington, D.C., lobbying for government assistance to build this 

dam. 

 The residents of Vinita made a law that if any standing president came through town, the 

president had to stop for 15 minutes; this law was created after they heard that President Franklin 

Roosevelt might be coming through town.  The residents took this opportunity to convince President 

Roosevelt that this dam needed to be build.  In 1937, their lobbying paid off.  President Roosevelt 

authorized $28.5 million toward building the Pensacola Dam.  Towns, farms and cemeteries had to 

be moved – a total of 50,000 acres was claimed in order for the Lake O’ Cherokees to built. 

 Lights were brought in so they could work around the clock. They poured concrete for 20 

months, and the dam was finished in 33 months with the help of 3,000 workers. Fourteen workers 

died during the building of the dam. They used the same type of safety nets that were used in the 

building of the Golden Gate Bridge. This was the first in a long line of economic history for the area. 

The towns of Langley and Disney boomed.         

 Governor Red Phillips didn’t like the idea of the dam, but a year later it became reality. The 

dam is on the National Registry of History Places. It is the longest dam with multiple arches in the 

world. There are 51 arches with 21 spillways. The dam is 150 feet above the river bed. There are 21 

flood gates at Disney, with a total of 42 flood gates, 21 over the lake. The day we visited, there 

were 8 gates open.            

 In 1941, the US entered World War II and the dam was used for the war effort. It was 5 

years before the dam was returned to the state on August 31, 1946. It is easy to maintain and to 

keep clean. There are hydroelectric plants in Oklahoma. There are also 2 coal 

fired plants at Choteau. The water coming in is monitored to maintain the 

level of the lake. The generators create 130 mw each, and there are 6 gener-

ators in total. They sell electricity wholesale. One generator will supply about 

45,000 people, or an area the size of Broken Bow. All 6 generators can sup-

ply Stillwater. There is a turbine on display outside of the main building. 
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 Grand Lake O’the Cherokees is 66 miles long. The lake is 45,000 surface acres, and has 

1,300 miles of shoreline. Activities to be enjoyed include boating, skiing, water boarding, and 

fishing. GRDA ecosystems have an economic and environmental impact on a 4-state region. 

The fish habitat is built by volunteers. They are given some of the habitat for their own use. 

Old habitats used concrete blocks, but they now use pvc with a little concrete to weight it 

down. 

 The Pensacola Dam employs 30-40, and the GRDA employs 350 total. They have an 

influence in 75 of the 77 Oklahoma counties. The lake is 755 feet above sea level. Pensacola 

is 2 feet over datum. The lake has a depth of 130 feet, with an average depth of 39 1/2 feet. 

Water has never flowed over the top of the dam. If water should go over the top of the dam, 

it would cause erosion. 

 Water flows into the lake from Kansas and Missouri. If the water level of the lake gets 

one foot above normal, it is under control of GRDA. After that, the flood gates are under con-

trol of the Army Corps of Engineers. GRDA has to have permission from the Army Corps of 

Engineers to open the flood gates. 

 Next, we drove to the bottom of the dam and saw the control room. It is remotely op-

erated, but can be operated manually. We walked through the building that houses the con-

trol room, generators, and the rest of the equipment. We saw the river, and there were fish 

that were at the base of the dam. The generators inside the control building spin at 150 rpm 

and can produce electricity in 35 seconds from when it is started. Our guide, Roy, told us that 

Pensacola is the Native American word for “pretty flowers.” 

 We then drove over the dam to the flood gates, and watched the water pour out of 

the dam to go downstream. It was very loud, and they have warning signs that the water ris-

es very quickly. They have alarms that will sound when this happens as a warning to enable 

people to get to higher ground quickly. 

 We drove through Choteau to the Miller Farm, where we had an Amish lunch of 

homemade rolls, fresh butter, green beans, Cole slaw, dressing, noodles with chicken broth, 

oven-fried chicken, pot roast, mashed potatoes and gravy, and a dessert of coconut cream or 

lemon meringue pie. They served the meal family style, and made sure we had plenty to eat. 

After the meal, we were able to buy some of their homemade products, such as noodles, 

barbeque sauce, and apple butter. Fresh eggs were also available for pur-

chase. 

 It was an amazing trip, and we each came away with greater 

knowledge of what it takes to create a man-made lake, tap a raging river for 

electrical power, and the value of foresight for economic benefit from our 

elected officials. The Pensacola Dam is certainly a beautiful and powerful site 

well worth the visit. 
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THE GIANT TURBINES - A VIEW OF WIND ENERGY 

OSAGE WIND FARM 
By:  Connie Price 

 

At the recent Region VI meeting, the Tulsa club offered a field trip to the 
Osage Wind Farm in Burbank, Oklahoma.  Two dozen eager Desk and Derrick mem-
bers clambered aboard vans and headed northeast to the Osage Wind Farm.  The 
wind farm is approximately 13 miles west of Pawhuska.  Situated on 8,400 acres, 
the farm has 84 wind towers.  The turbines loom from afar but upon a closer ap-
proach, it is truly an amazing sight.   Inside the headquarters, our tour guide gave us 
background and detail of the wind operation there.   The farm was constructed by 
Enel Green Power North America (an Italian company) and is owned 50/50 by that 
company and Osage Wind, LLC.  It became operational in the summer of 2015.  Each turbine cost ap-
proximately $2 million each to construct.  The size of the farm is 150 megawatts.  

 The turbines are over 400 feet tall with three blades measuring 50 yards each. Stand-
ing in front of one is impressive.  Trying to look up at the height of the turbine was diffi-
cult because without holding onto something, falling over backwards was the result for 
many of us!  The tower is built so tall because winds are stronger higher from the 
ground.   A wind turbine works the opposite of a fan.  It uses wind to make electricity 
instead of electricity making wind.  The wind turns the blades around a rotor which is 
connected to the main shaft.  The shaft is connected to a generator which makes elec-
tricity.  The electricity then travels down the tower to a transformer which it is convert-
ed to AC or DC voltage.  Wind measurements are collected to automatically rotate the 
turbine blades to face the strongest wind and angle or “pitch” the blades to optimize 
the energy captured.  This farm provides power for approximately 56,000 homes.   

Donning hard hats and safety glasses, our group had a look at the inside of the turbine tower.   
Access to the very top is done by a straight vertical ladder which is manually climbed by the mainte-
nance worker and his tools are brought up by a pulley.  Maintenance is important 
for the turbine – not only for general repairs but also to clear out spider nests and 
webs which clog up the nose and interfere with operation.  Workers for turbine 
maintenance are in great demand as the industry is growing rapidly.   These tur-
bines also can survive vicious storms without damage which makes them a good fit 
for Oklahoma.  

From the wind farm, we continued onto Pawhuska for a delightful lunch and 
shopping at the Pioneer Woman’s Mercantile.  This Mercantile has re-energized the 
town of Pawhuska and it is no longer a sleepy village!  On the drive back, we took a short detour to 
the town of Barnsdall to view the only standing oil and gas pump situated in the middle of a neigh-
borhood street.  Quite a sight! 

This field trip was so educational and fun!  It was thoroughly enjoyed by all. 
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JACKPOT!!!  

      JUNE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS  

     6/9    Isela Bateman      6/28             Anna Lewis-McBeth 

          

    

             JULY BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS  
     7/10    Connie Price       7/28  Liv Adams                                           

   7/22     Jolena Weeks     7/29  Debby Bond                                    

            7/23     Martha Hunter West    7/30         Christina Davis 

Lucky lady and President Michelle 

Burgard receives this month’s 50/50 

winnings from Ann Mefford, Hospitality. 

Sonya Blackwell with Birthday Winner, 

Susan Garrett!! 
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       June Membership,  June 27, 2017 

Quail Creek Country Club, 3501 Quail Creek Road, Oklahoma City                                                               
 Cash Bar at 5:00 p.m., Dinner & Meeting at 5:30 p.m.  

 Cost $25.00     Meeting Only: No Charge 

Menu: 

          Blackened Chicken Breast on Orzo Pasta w/White Wine Alfredo Sauce 

Green Beans w/almonds 

House Salad w/House Dressing    

Cheesecake w/Wild Cherry Topping & Whipped Cream 

               Coffee & Iced Tea     
                      

             
        Reservations must be received by noon on June 23, 2017. 

                                           

    Payment Must Be Made For Reservation 

            Send Reservations to: Kelsee Geringer—Office: 606-5405 

                              c/o Enterprise Products, 210 Park Avenue, Suite 1500,        

                   Oklahoma City, OK  73102                                                                                             

E-mail: kgeringer@eprod.com 

 
 
 

June’s Speaker will be 

Sean Murphy, Sr., Completions Engineering Advisor 

with Chesapeake Energy. 

His topic will be 

“Oil and Gas Survival Guide, Handover Notes               

for the Next Generation.” 

JUNE MEETING  
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2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2  3 

4  5  6 7 Nat’l Chocolate Ice 

Cream Day 

 

8 

 

Best Friends Day  

9 Submissions for 

Bulletin Due 
10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 Board Reports          

Due 
17 

18  19 20 Board Meeting, 

5:30 p.m. 
21  22 23 24 

25 26 27 Monthly Meeting 

@ 5:30 p.m., Quail 

Springs Country Club 

28 29 30  

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 Air Conditioning 

Appreciation Day 
4  5 6 7 8             Day 

9 10             Day 11 12 13             Day 14 Submissions for 

Bulletin Due ; Board 

Reports Due 

15 

16 17 18 Board Meeting, 

5:30 p.m. 
19 20 21 22 

23  24 Tell an Old Joke 

Day 

25 Monthly Meeting 

@ 5:30 p.m., Quail 

Springs Country Club 

26 27 National Chili 

Dog Day 

28 29              Day 

30 31      

2017 


